
Kia ora koutou, Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Kia Orana, Bula Vinaka, Aweh, Kia orana, Fakaalofa lahi atu
kia mutolu oti and warm greetings to all our friends and whanau. A special warm welcome to all our
new families joining us this term. We look forward to working alongside you and your child.

Celebrating Our Learning
Room 1: It has been wonderful seeing the students back at school and ready to start the new year. We have
settled into our classroom routines and hope to hit the ground running with our learning. We will be starting our
swimming lessons so please remind your child to bring their togs. A splash in the pool is great for those hot days.
We are lucky to have a swan plant in our garden where we can see the caterpillars just starting their chrysalis
stage, can’t wait to see the butterflies emerge.

Room 3: It is lovely to see all the students back at school this year. We have been getting to know each other
as well as having some fun. We were able to pick some beetroot from our school garden and bake a
Chocolate Beetroot cake, which most of us enjoyed. We are loving the swimming, it gives us a chance to cool
down in this warm weather.

Room 4: We have had an excellent start to the year in Room 4. We have been doing lots of relationship
building activities and getting to know each other. Room 4 has also been doing lots of work and discussion
around our Ruapotaka School Values (Respect, Resilience, Responsibility and Integrity. We are very grateful to
go swimming everyday as well to help us cool off.



Room 5: What a fantastic start to the year it has been for Room 5. We have been having lots of fun learning
about each other's families, favourite foods, like and dislikes. We also learned some breathing techniques to
help us relax and focus. We welcomed two new students as well; Anna and Adonis. On Friday we had our first
Junior Whanau Assembly, congratulations to Faith Telefoni for winning our class PB4L award. Room 5 highlight
for the week has been the afternoon swim sessions in our school pool.

Room 6: What an awesome start to 2023! Our little people have been busy exploring our new
learning environment. We have done a lot of discussions about ‘How to be a good friend’ and with
a lot of collaborations; we’ve created our ‘Room 6 classroom tiriti’ (treaty). It is great to see our
tamariki build a trustful friendship and whanaungatanga amongst each other including our
teaching staff. We are excited to kick start our learning journey this term and despite the hiccups in
the weather, we are determined to explore all learning curriculums confidently and competently.

Room 7: It was exciting meeting all the students in Room 7. We have been having a lot of discussions around
our school value of respect. For Maths this week, we have been learning about platonic solids. We had fun
calculating the numbers of straws needed for various structures. We also created self -portraits. Room 7 sang
a waiata at the Senior Whanau Assembly on Friday.

Important Notices and Reminders

PB4L: Positive behaviour for learning:
We have been focussing on how we show “Respect” as Ruapotaka students
wherever we are, whatever we are doing. We have discussed what actions
we need to do to show the meaning of the word. We have practised how we

show respect to ourselves, others and our environment. When we are in class or in assembly we
show respect to the speaker by listening intently. When making the classroom treaties, the students
have looked at this value and what it looks like in the classroom environment to support each other's
learning. Ask your child about these and talk to them about the importance of showing this value at
home.



School Hats: The sun is getting hotter and hotter each day in summer. At Ruapōtaka
School we do not allow students to play in the sun without any hat on. School hats can
be purchased at the school office. Please make sure your child has a school hat to
wear at school. We recommend they leave their school hat at school and have a mufti
hat to wear to and from school. All students going on school trips must wear a school
hat. All students who want to play in the new sandpit will also need to have a hat on.

Ways to keep in Touch: There are many ways to
keep in touch with what is happening at school. Please
remember if your email, phone number or address changes, contact
the school office.

New Enrolments: If you know of anyone living
near you that has a 5 year old birthday soon please ask
them to contact our school office to pick up an
enrolment pack. This term all new enrolments will get the
opportunity to meet the Principal and have a look
around the school. We also have our enrolment forms

on our school website.

Whanau Fridays: Every Friday the school will be open for families to come and spend
time in the classrooms to see how learning takes place at Ruapotaka School. We ask that
if you are bringing toddlers or babies to school on these days to please be aware that
classroom programmes will be running as normal and your child will still need to focus on
their learning. We also ask whanau to join in with the activities. It is your opportunity to
connect with the school, the staff and see what happens in the classroom and it’s also a
way we can connect with you.

Breakfast Club is starting this week: Every Monday, Wednesday and
Friday before school, from 8.15am - 8.50am, we have a breakfast club where
students can have breakfast before they start learning for the day. This is open to
all of our students and held in the school staffroom. For access to school before
8.30am, the Taratoa Street gate is the best side to use. Buzz in at the intercom if
you need access before 8.30am and someone will open the gate for your child.
Breakfast is an important part of a child’s day. It allows them to make a good start
to learning in the classroom and we encourage all students to make sure they get
the right fuel for their bodies.

Talanoa with the Principal: During the morning of whanau Fridays from 10.30am Mrs
Hamilton would like to openly invite families to come and have a talanoa (talk together)
with her. It is important that we hear the voices of our whanau. Over coffee and pane
keke we’d like your feedback on how we are doing, what we need to do differently or
more of. Or if you have an idea that you think we should be part of. YOUR VOICE IS
IMPORTANT



Important Dates for Term 1: There are many extra
activities that happen over the term and some activities are
regular throughout the year. Here are are few to remember:
Newsletters: These come out to the eldest and only in hard
copy each fortnight in Weeks 1, 3, 5, 7, and 9.
Whole School Assemblies: These also happen fortnightly during
the same weeks as the newsletters come out. All whanau are

invited to attend any of these assemblies.
Frozen Fridays: We are having these again this year every Friday ice blocks will be on sale from
the school staffroom.
Wellbeing Wednesdays: All staff and students are expected to be off site by 3pm each
Wednesday. This is an opportunity for our staff to work on their wellbeing. There are two staff
members who will remain onsite until the last child is picked up. Please do not be late picking
up your children.

Date Activity Date Activity

Fri 3Mar Whole School  Assembly

Fri 10 Mar Whanau Assembly

Fri 17 Feb Whole School Assembly Thurs 16 Mar Cricket Inter-School Day

Mon 20 Feb Board of Trustees Meeting Thurs 23 Mar Whole School Photos

Wed 22 Feb Softball Inter-school day Fri 24 Mar Whole School Assembly

Fri 24 Feb Whanau Assembly Tues 28 Mar Ki-o-rahi- Inter-School Day

Wed 27 Feb Tech starts at TC for Y7/8 Fri 31 Mar Whole School Assembly

Thurs 2 Mar Meet the Kaiako/Whanau
Evening

Mon 3 April Board of Trustees Meeting

Fri 3 Mar GRiP leadership Day for
Prefects

Thursday 6 Apr Last Day of Term - 2pm finish

Sports Coaching: Last year we could not participate in some of
the Manaiakalani Sports Cluster Events because we did not have
anyone to coach the teams. This year we are no different. Our
teachers who took some of the sports teams have now left the school
and we are looking for parents who would have the time and skills to

coach some of our teams. We need sports coaches for the following sports:
Softball, Ki-o-rahi, Cricket, Volleyball, Basketball, Ripper Rugby

School staff will support with paperwork and transport on the day we just need coaches and
coaches who can be with the team on the day.



We would also like to run a Ukulele group during one lunchtime per week and hopefully perform at
the Kiwileles show. If you know anyone who could help us please contact the school office and
speak to Ellen on 09 5276244.

Fakaalofa lahi atu kia mutolu oti. A warm welcome to all our new families and
friends of the school. We have reached week 3 although we have only been at
school for 2 weeks. Seems Auckland is going to take a battering for a while yet.
Cyclone Gabrielle, is on the move so please be very careful over the next few
days and only go out when and if you need to. Due to the weather issues and

school closing we will have a very busy time getting on to learning. But it will be an exciting year with the
plans we have made.
Term 1 we have swimming and it is great to see how excited our students are having the use of the
swimming pool. We are hoping to enjoy the pool as much as possible as the Ministry of Education are no
longer building swimming pools with new schools.
There has been much speculation in the community on what is happening to the school as our lower
block is demolished. I can assure you that our school is not closing but getting a complete rebuild over
the next 5-10 years. The lower block was always in the plans to demolish because of the asbestos. Rather
than remove the asbestos, the Ministry of Education chose to demolish it as part of the rebuild process.
We have our design for the external look and are now looking at finalising the internal structure of the
school. Once all aspects of the rebuild are confirmed, we will be advertising what it will look like on both
entries to the school for our community to see.
That’s all for now. Please make sure you put the meet the kaiako/whanau evening in your calendar. We
would love to see you in the evening.

Fakaalofa lahi atu kia mutolu oti.
Monuina e aho nei,
Allison Hamilton
(Principal)


