
 

 

Kia ora koutou, Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Kia Orana, Bula Vinaka, Aweh, Kia orana, Fakaalofa lahi atu kia mutolu oti 

and warm greetings to all our friends and whanau. Thank you to all our parents for all your support bringing your 

children to school each day. It is very important that students attend each day so they do not miss any learning as 

programmes continue as normal. 

 

Weather Changes: 

Our weather is very unpredictable at the moment. Please ensure that your child 

brings to school each day a raincoat and their school jumper. The mornings are 

getting colder and the afternoons are getting hotter but on occasion we can get 

a downpour of rain and we all need to be prepared.  

 

Chromebooks for Room 6: 

Room 6 have started using their chromebooks again after the lockdown. Mrs Grant has been working with 

Mrs Tidswell and Room 6 to get them ready for use. Keep looking out for their learning through their 

classroom blog http://rpschristinem.blogspot.com/ 

 

Samoan Language Week: 

Thank you to all the parents who helped with information and 

support for Samoan Language Week this year. Mrs Folu and 

Mrs Tidswell did a great job of sharing information across the 

whole school. We learnt how to count to 10, the days of the 

week and months of the year in Samoan and we learnt a 

Samoan song. Our Samoan students dressed up on Friday in 

their Samoan clothes to end the week. The next language 

week to come up is the Cook Island Language Week on 

Monday 3 August.   

 

 

 

 

Home Learning: 

Please check with your child what home learning they have brought home. They will 

have discussed the work with their teacher, but can always clarify again if unsure. 

Spending a small amount of time helping your child can have huge benefits. 

 

Ruapotaka School 

Newsletter 

Term 2 Week 9 

http://rpschristinem.blogspot.com/


New Security Update: 

Unfortunately, due to a number of break ins and vandalism we have had to 

upgrade the security of our school. We have been planning this for some time 

now. During the next school holidays we are installing gates at all entry and exit 

points. This means the school will no longer be able to be a shortcut for our 

community and families will not be able to access the courts or the 

playgrounds outside of school hours. This also means that gates will not be 

unlocked or open until it is the correct time and students will have to wait 

outside the gates. 

It is very sad that we have had to do this but our school can no longer afford to keep replacing stolen or 

repair damage to our school any longer.  

 

Covid-19 Alert Level: 

Today the Prime Minister will make the decision on whether we return to Alert 

Level 1. During Alert Level 2 we have found our students have coped really well 

and have accepted the way our new normal is. There will be some areas that 

we will keep from our learning with Alert Level 2.  

These are: 

1. The school will be off limits until 8:45am each morning during the 

winter cold months (Term 2 and 3) and 8:30am during the warmer summer months (Term 1 

and 4).  

2. All students will wait outside the school gates from 2:45pm to be picked up. Any students 

needing to be dropped off and picked up at a different time will require their parents to 

contact the Principal to organise this, as staff will not be available for supervision until 

8:30am or 8:45am. 

3. All parents are welcome to  

 

School Upgrade Notice: 

Since the end of 2019 our school has undergone some upgrades.  

● The classrooms are now completed with their upgrades and we are in the process of 

upgrading the furniture in each classroom over the next couple of years.  

● The toilets outside Rooms 3 and 7 will be completed within the next few weeks as we are 

still waiting on resources from companies to arrive. 

● The staffroom will be getting an upgrade since the fire in January, during the next school 

holidays and will be completed by the end of the school holidays. 

● The canopy that will be outside the classrooms facing the field will start building this 

Wednesday and hopefully will also be completed by the end of the holidays. 

● We have also had new smoke alarms and detectors throughout the school and these 

have now been completed. All fire alarms and smoke detector alarms are connected to 

the local fire station. The signs are looking really great in all the classrooms too. 

There will continue to be a few things around the school that need upgrading 

 

Samoan Language Week: 

              

“Yesterday Mrs Folu came to Room 5 and she taught us some Samoan words. 

The whole class drew on cardboard and some kids drew a flower”. 

                                                                                                        Story by Princess 



 

 

Kaitiakitanga of the Kauri tree: 

As part of our Inquiry programme Room 7 looked at being Kaitiakitanga to our endangered Kauri species. 

Ruapotaka school is very fortunate to have such an indigenous tree on the school grounds and the 

children felt that we should do our part in protecting it for future generations. They have put up a barrier 

around the tree so that we STAY OFF THE ROOTS. In the fight against Kauri dieback when visiting a local 

park or forest remember these rules; remove soil from your shoes and tyres before and after forest visits; 

stay on the track and off the tree roots. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniforms for Sale:  

We are emptying our uniform cupboard and need to sell what is left. Because of this we 

are selling these items at very cheap prices. These items are for sale through the NZ Uniform 

shop at much dearer prices so please get in quick if you want them. We have the following 

uniform items left for sale from the school office. None of these items are the new Navy 

Blue uniforms for Year 7/8. 

Polo's - $15.00 (mostly large sizes) Sweatpants $20.00 each.  Sweatshirts $10.00 each.  Shorts 

$10.00 each. (mostly large.) If you would like any of these items please contact the office 

for your child’s particular  size as we do not have many sizes left.  

 

Room 6 Siapo Art: 

Thank you to Room 6 for the lovely Siapo that they made for me to hang in my office. I have been 

looking for more artwork to add as my office walls look so bear and it will brighten it up more. It 

looks like a lot of learning has been happening in Room 6. I know other classrooms have made 

some Siapo too and they are also displayed in their rooms. Next time you are in our school please 

check out the walls in the classrooms and hallway. 



 

Over the years since the removal of the housing around us, our roll has dropped as families 

choose not to wait any longer for the new housing development to commence. It has been 

at least 5 years since the first families were rehoused. Funding for teachers is based on how 

many students we have on our roll on the 1st of March and the 1st of July.We are asking 

whanau to please enrol your child when they turn 4. This will help us prepare more when the 

roll does grow in the future as it will once the housing development begins. 

  

Thank you to all our parents for your continued support of our school. We are hoping to meet with you 

early in term 3 when our school reports will be finalised. In the meantime, any questions for queries,  please 

contact your child’s teacher first. Take care, be safe and enjoy the weekend. 

 

Monuina e aho nei, 

Allison Hamilton 

(Principal) 


