
 

 

Kia ora koutou, Malo e lelei, Talofa lava, Kia Orana, Bula Vinaka, Aweh, Kia orana, Fakaalofa lahi atu kia mutolu oti 

and warm greetings to all our friends and whanau. Thank you to all our parents for all your support bringing your 

children to school each day. It is very important that students attend each day so they do not miss any learning as 

programmes continue as normal. 

 

Additions to our uniform: As the weather is changing, we have asked NZ Uniforms to include a beanie for our students. 

These will be on sale at the school office for $16 each. There are royal blue beanies for Years 1-6 and navy blue 

beanies for Years 7-8. Remember that we only accept cash at the front office as we do not have enough monthly 

eftpos transactions to warrant leasing an eftpos machine. 

 

Uniforms for Term 3: Please use the holidays as a time to prepare for winter by ensuring that your child has a raincoat 

and their jumper or sweatshirt to wear to school. We will not allow students to wear their jackets inside the classroom. 

Jackets are only to be worn outside. Students will still need to have a jumper or their polar fleece to wear inside the 

classroom even if they own a school jacket. 
 

Over the years since the removal of the housing around us, our roll has dropped as families 

choose not to wait any longer for the new housing development to commence. It has been 

at least 5 years since the first families were rehoused. Funding for teachers is based on how 

many students we have on our roll on the 1st of March and the 1st of July.We are asking 

whanau to please enrol your child when they turn 4. This will help us prepare more when the 

roll does grow in the future as it will once the housing development begins. 

 

We have two office resources for sale. They are for $20.00 each. We have two small HP printers and 

one flatbed Canon printer/scanner. If you would like to purchase one of these please phone the 

office and let Noeline 

know. 
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Changes for term 3: We have noticed a huge improvement in independence of our younger students in 

the morning. We appreciate whanau dropping students off at the gate and allowing them to wait and 

then enter the school on their own. THIS WILL CONTINUE FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR. The new school gates 

will not be opened until 8:30am each morning on both Tripoli Rd and Taratoa Street. We are asking parents 

to remain outside the school gates Monday to Thursday and on Friday the school will be opened to all 

families to come and visit for the entire day. If whanau want to stay for most of the day we ask that you 

please keep toddlers at home so as to not disturb the classroom programmes. More information will be in 

the further in the newsletter.  

 

 

 

Connecting with our whanau is a very important part of our school. To 

accommodate the independence of students but also connect with our 

whanau and community we have set aside every Friday for whanau to come 

into our school and visit the classrooms and be a part of your child’s school day. Whanau will be 

encouraged to come into classrooms and see what is happening and join in with the learning as you all 

did a brilliant job doing this during lockdown.  

 

Enrollments for High School for 2021: Do you know where your Year 8 child is going for high school next 

year? It is only half way through the year but if you have a year 8 student in your household, it is time to 

think about enrolling for 2021. 

 

Chromebooks: Ruapotaka School is part of the Manaiakalani Kahu Ako. We are lucky 

that we are able to provide different devices in the year 1 to 4 classes, and chrome 

books to the year 5 learners. From year 6 to 8 it is expected that all learners have their 

own chrome book. These are purchased through the Trust. We have forms at the office 

for families to purchase their child’s chrome book. It is vital that all learners have the 

same access to learning opportunities. Please contact the school office for further information. 

 

Celebrating Matariki: 

Matariki is the Māori name for a cluster of stars which is visible in our night sky 

at a specific time of the year. In June/July, Matariki will reappear in the dawn 

sky – signalling the start of the Māori New Year.It is a time to celebrate new life, 

to remember those who’ve passed and to plan for the future. 

Our tūpuna (ancestors) would look to Matariki for help with their harvesting. 

When Matariki disappeared in April/May, it was time to preserve crops for the 

winter season. When it re-appeared in June/July, tūpuna would read the stars 

to predict the upcoming season – clear and bright stars promised a warm and 

abundant winter while hazy stars warned of a bleak winter. Because Māori follow the Māori lunar calendar, 
not the European calendar, the dates for Matariki change every year. 

 

Writing from Room 6: 

“Today in our class Mrs Grant came in to show us how to use our Chromebooks. We have learnt a lot. We 

learnt about shortcuts, ctrl T and ctrl W and also learnt how to type with two hands.  I really like learning 

on our Chromebooks”.  By Osty 



My scary story. 

“I went on the road and saw a country road creature. He was skinny and he had a very big head. His 

brother was with him too. He had big mean red eyes. I felt so scared because I thought he might eat me”.  

By Ali 

 

Science studies in Room 3: 

Students from Room 6, found out that Room 3 were learning all about insects and 

wanted to help by making some information posters. Check them out next time you 

visit Room 3.  

 

Volleyball from Room 8: 

It is a game played by two teams, usually of six players on a side, in which the players use  

their hands to bat a ball back and forth over a high net, trying to make the ball touch the 

court within the opponents' playing area before it can be returned. We love to play Volleyball. 

 

 

Thank you to all our parents for your continued support of our school during this uncertain and unexpected 

term. We appreciate all the support you have done during the lockdown and we hope that these holidays 

will be an opportunity for your whanau to relax and recharge and do something together without any 

restrictions. This will be our last newsletter for the term but keep an eye out for smaller notices that may be 

coming home from now until the end of the term. 

 

Monuina e aho nei, 

Allison Hamilton 

(Principal) 


